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MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant Chisf of staff, G2 
Department of the Army 


SUBJECT : Priorities for Intelligence Collection 


REFERENCES Your menorandiim, subject as abeve, dated 
29 August 1952 


capabtlities which you recognised in your memorandum, it would 
be appropriate 1f we discussed the mtter in sone detail at 
the next meeting of the IAC, 1 am planning to circularize ny. 
reply to Secretary Lovett's 16 Sugust memorandum on thig 
problem prior to thot meeting, 


2. It is important that the question of increasing the 
Gi covert collection priority be considered in ralation with 
other top priority requirements, The Interagency Priorities 
Commitee is the oppropriate group to deal with this problem 
wader IAC-D-28/1, dated 30 July 19515 and I am having it 
referred to the Committes, 


3. soviet SW Capabilities ulso bear on the fLirat two 
national intelligence cbjectives in DoID 4/2, whieh nrovides 
an adequate basis for revicy of BW sovert colection nriorities 
in the iight of secretary Lovett's Letter, 
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: Army andOSD . 
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/ Director 
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SUBJECE: Biological Warfare Intelligence SEP 12 Nea 


1. FROBLEM.—To determine what action should be taken as a result of 
Secretary of Defense's letter (TAB A), which advises of an acute 
requirement for more reliable information on Soviet biological 
warfare activities, capabilities, and intentions, 


2. FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM, 


& Because of the paucity of information on Soviet BW activities, 
intelligence estimates are largely limited to the broad 
assumption that the USSR has 4 specific BY program, It is 
ebvious that the intelligence support needed for effective 
Programing of corresponding US development of this signifi~- 
cant weapon of mass destruction, as well as appropriate 
defense techniques and countermeasures, is lacking, 


be Improved collection of By information is dependent wpon a 
higher priority being accorded to this effort, and 
the development of better requirenents, The latter, in 
turn, is dependent upon better intellivence research and 
production. 


3e DISCUSSION... 


a. The failure to collect information which will confirm that 
the Soviets are or are not engaged in any specific BW 
activities can be attributed in part to the inherent dif. 
ficulties in isolating specific By intelligence targets 
and accuretely determining if BW research is being con= 
ducted there. Furthermore, the priority accorded both the 
covert and special intelligence collection of BW information 
has been too low to provide a concerted effort by these 
facilities, 


be Qne means of improving the situation described in Secretary 
Levett's letter would be to increase both the priority 
accorded by USCIB to the 


25X11 


priority accorded 
BW covert collection effort by the Interagency Prior~ 
ities Committee. The Department of Defense agencies which 
also received Secretary Lovett's letter are all represented 
on USCIS and the IPC. 


Ce As a result of Secretary Loveti's action, AC of S, Ge2, has 
Yecomended to the Chairman, TiC, that emphasis be placed 
on the BW phase of the clandestine collection program, 


‘Approved ou" 2004/03/41 eg eee 


; (See TAB ME General Partridge also points out that 
existing <a as established by DCID 4/2 place BW 

and other critical weapons in fifth of seven places. 
Since Soviet Bd capabilities also are related to the first 

two national intelligence objectives in DCID 4/2, this 

a mt provides an adequate basis for review by the IPC 

Of BM covert collection priorities in the light of | 
Secfetary Lovett's letter, ; 


ad. Another handicap to the eollect{on of BW information has 
been the failure of anyone to develop adequate require~ 
- ments, Intelligence research and production to date has 
“Rot isolated the best Soviet BN target, nor has it pro= 
vided the precise data that would be needed to mount a 
special operation against such a target. 


e. By agreement reached in the IAC, 14 August (DCID 3/4), 
| primary responaibility for int&élligence production in HW 
ia charged to Department of Defense intelligence agencies, 
and an improved intelligence research effort is largely | 
dependent upon the Services, However, CIA can work to 
impreve the situation within its area of primary responsi~ 
bility, intelligence produetion on basic research in the 


« - 


biological sciences (See O81 plan at TBC). 


2. This agency can also insure that a coordinated effort is 
being made to improve BW intelligence by reviewing the 
problem at an early date in the TAC, and by providing a 
close working-level relationship through the establish~ 
ment of a working conference on biological intelligence 
‘under the Sefentific Estimetes Committee, a 


4. CONCLUSIONS,—Within the role of this Agency, the present situa- 
tion with respect to inadequate information of Soviet 2 activi- 
ties oan be improved by taking the fellewing action: 


a. Increase the BY covert collection effort commensurate with . 
over-all priorities as reviewed and determined by the IPC. 
' (O/IC wit] raise this question with the IPC et its next 
mecting, if it is not raised by 2 Department of Defense 
representative.) — : . ae _ 


‘ 


|b. Obtains higher priority from JSCIB for exploitation of 
-. pertinent special intelligence. (0/SI, with O/CI, will 
develop an appropriate presentation te USCIH.) . 


‘@e Intensify intelligence research and vroduction on basic 
: biological sciences. (See 0/SI plan at TAB C.) 


a. Insure that a fully coordinated plan to imrove Bi intel- 
_ \ Lagence is being developed by the intelligence azencies by: 
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3 
; {2} Reviewing the problem at the next mesting of the IAC, 
(2) Providing a close interagency working-level relation- 


ship through the establishment of a working conference | 
on biological intelligence under the selentific 
Estimates Committee, 
§. ACTION RECOMMENDED. 
@ That the actions outlined in paragraph 4 above be approved, 


b. That the Director sign the attached reply to the Secretary of - 
Defense (TAB D), 


¢. That the Chairman, IAC, sign the attached reply to AC of 5S, 
Ged, Department of the Army (748 5), 


LOFTUS E. BECKER 
. Deputy Director/Intelligence 
ANNEXES s 
TAB A = Memorandum from Secretary of Defense to DCI, dated 


TAB B ~ Nemorandua from AC of S, Ge2 to Chairman, IAC, dated | " 
29 August 1952, TS Ho. 63989, 


TAB C ~ Program for Intensifleation of O/SI Research and Pro 
duction in the Biological sciences, 1S No. 80164~A 


TAB D ~ Proposed reply from DCI to Secretary of Defense, 


TS Ko. 80164-B. 
TAB E = Proposed reply from Chairman, Tac, to AC of S, Gm2, 
tS No. 80164-C. : 
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16 Aug 1952. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


SUBJECT: Biological Warfare. Intelligence 


1, There is an acute requirement for more reliable infor-- 
mation regarding Soviet activities, capabilities and intentions 


concerning bi gi 


2. The difficulties inherent in gathering intelligence  _ 
on this subject are recognized, | However, the continuing need .. 
fer more complete and reliable information appears to dictate 


. an accelerated emphasis on biological warfare intelligence, 


I am forwarding a similar mehorandim te Défense Department 


. intelligence agencies and would appreciate any action you dean: 


appropriate to assist in accomplishing this extremely important 
objective, , : es 8 7 4h 


(Signed) Robert Lovett - 
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
Washington 
| 16 August 1952 


TSC 2580-2 
TOP SECRET CONTROL SECTION 
Ae Ge of Sey G~2, DA 


LIMORANDUL FOR THE SECRETARY OF Tite ARIIY 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 

' JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 


SUBJECT: Biological Warfare Intelligence 


1. There is an acute requirement for more reliable infor- 
mation regarding Soviet activities, capabilities and intentions 
concerning biological warfare Current intellicones on this 


25X1 


2. The difficulties inherent in gathering intelligence 
on this subject are recognized. However, the continuing need 
for more complete and reliable information appears to dictate 
an accelerated emphasis on biological warfare intelligence, 


3- For your information, I an inclosing a copy of a 
similar memorandum to.the Director of Central Intelligence, 


ROBERT A. LOVETT. 


@ 
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PROGRAM FOR INTEMSI/ICagTon OF O/sl RESEARCH 
48D PRODUCTION IX THE BIGLOGICAL SCIBECES 


1. Aw a result of the regeme 15C decieion on division of 
reaponsibility in the selentifie end technical field, 0/SI is 
reorienting the work of the Eiology Uivisier and has or is weder- 
taking the following steps tc imtensify its effort in this field. 
This is in keeping with Mr. Lovett's request. 


a. Assignment of personnel in the Biclogy and Kedicine 
Divisions to emgage in the systematic pervey of the open lite 
erature now available on the subject, directed at the develon- 
mont ef nore adequate collec | guidance, 


be Exploration of the possibilities for assistance in 
this regard through reorientation or expansion of external 
research contre: 


ct. Coneultation with the State Denertnent Science 

Adviser und those responsible fer administering the cubli- 
cations vrocurement pregram to examine (1) what additional 
‘steps can be taken iemediately to extend the collection of 
open literature abroad, and (2) what steps are possible te 
strengthen the eclentific and agricultwal atiache systens 
in the direction of more adequate coll cetios of biolezical 
inforration. 


dad. There is no appropriate specialist presently assigned 

25X14 to the Scientifie Division[T | to provide guidance to 
eovert collection and to conduct overt eollection of biological 
warfare informtion, 0/sI intends to provide two scientific 
intelligence officers for this work in tha near future, | 


@. 0/SI currently is pursuing the axploitetion of 
special intelligence on a systematic beeis in the field of 
biology. This cannot te intensified unless collection and 

‘cs: Beocessing im this field is inereised by {05 . This 4a in 

“turn contingent upon appropriste JicI® action, 
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